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To: Sparks City Council
Mayor and Manager
From: Donald E. Dixon
4732 El Portal Court
Spafks, Nevada 89436
(775) 626-9512

Subject: The United States Electrical Grid- “A Nation Unprepared-Surviving the Aftermath”

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you. I must admit this opportunity brings back
“mixed memories” for as I was Personal Administrator “(Human Resources Director) for
Washoe County in the 1970’s for nearly five years. In many respects it was like a post graduate
class in civics for I learned how relentlessly difficult and complex local government can be. I
applaud your effort. That said, I must also say I see no chance of your job being less difficult- As
the man said quote “You aint seen anything yet”. I also need say, that if you are already aware of
the information that I am presenting in this short presentation, please consider it as additional

emphasis from a concerned citizen.

With specific reference to my presentation subject, I believe that those who have been warning
us that the Electrical Grid is at risk of partial or complete failure with the potential failure
(possibly for weeks or longer) the result of one or more of a number of exposures are right. The
potential for catastrophic consequences exist. I have come to this conclusion after much research
and reflection and believe that such could happen at any given time (this week-10 years?) And
that ultimately it is the Responsibility State and Local Government, and community leadership to

provide a vital role in managing the risk.



In support of that assertion I wish to present to you a copy of Ted Koppel’s recently published
book “Lights Out” A Cyber-Attack, A Nation under attack, Surviving the Aftermath (2015). In
addition, I recommend the City attend a White House sponsored conference on “Space Weather
Action Plan Impact on Disaster Planning”. This conference is on April 27, 2016 in Bloomfield,

Colorado.
The organizers of the conference have provided us a conference “Focus™ as follows:

“The program will focus on a panel round table discussion of the updates of the “National Space
Weather strategy” and action plan that will be presented by Bill Murtagh of the White House
OSTP. Mr. Murtagh will update us on the most recent action plan tasks and sub-tasks now being
assigned various Federal Agencies. Goal two of the National Space Weather Strategy asks the -
“Whole-of-community to begin planning implications and exercises for long-term regional and
National blackouts. This has profound continuity and disaster planning. Successful mitigation
will require a higher level of local community sustainability in life line infrastructures that
include; power, communication, water and sewer, healthcare, emergency and law enforcement.
High impact events will make it unlikely for outside help to arrive within (4) days but, instead
might take more like 40 or 400 days----.” (Space Weather Action Plan Impact on Disaster

Planning.,2016)

If there is a plan in place that meets anything near the 400 hundred day stipulation, I would so
appreciate by being advised. I would also appreciate the opportunity to meet with you once again

soon after April 27, 2016. I am presenting you copies of this presentation.

hank you,
e
M A

Donald E. Dixon
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UPDATED Time Slots and Bonus Program Element on Power Grid
impacts:

InfraGard National EMP SIG at the NOAA Space Weather
Prediction Workshop

Impact of the National Space Weather Action Plan on Disaster
Planning: Presentation by Mr. Bill Murtagh of the White House OSTP

and Roundtable Response by Government and Private Sector Leaders
on April 27, 2016
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